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Introduction  
 

outh Australia has long been known as the "driest state in the driest continent" with limited natural 
timber resources. The small area that was available to provide timber was in high demand 

immediately upon European settlement. The development of an industry now entirely based upon 
plantations has not been by chance but rather as a result of a long series of planned and executed 
interventions commencing in the 1870s. The South Australian government took a leading role in 
establishing this sustainable forest industry.  

In 1870 the surveyor general, George Goyder, raised concerns in parliament about over-exploitation 
of native forests and recommended the establishment of forest reserves. A Forestry Board, appointed 
in 1875, was given responsibility for the management and protection of195,000 acres of remaining 
natural forest and cleared land, and began to develop plantations and encourage reafforestation of 
farmlands.   

This action, along with later initiatives from the colonial and later state and Commonwealth 
governments, charted a unique path in an Australian forestry context. The story contains many 
notable names and this paper mentions Goyder, JE Brown and W Gill. John Dargavel mentions many 
more in his ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨThe Lives of Forty South Australian ForestersΩΦ 
 
Many documents, maps, illustrations and photographs have survived and are important primary 
sources for research into this development. They are often fascinating and beautiful items in their own 
right. As historians, we need to summarise, interpret and guide others by cherishing these as maybe 
no-one else will. Those with the knowledge and the interest need to provide captions with context 
then catalogue and share. There is interest and pleasure to be gained in doing so. 
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The Forest Flora of South Australia  
JE Brown, including Rosa Fiveash's detailed botanic illustrations. 
 
John Ednie Brown was recruited from Scotland by the Forest Board arriving in South Australia in 1878 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƴȅΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀŦǘŜr the short tenure of Murray. Brown approached 
his new role with energy and proficiency and in his first seven months, he had produced 24 operational 
reports including his detailed 70 page report ΨtǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΩ.  
 
Brown is credited as author of The Forest Flora of South Australia and supported the project but this 
ended when he accepted the role of Conservator in New South Wales. The Forest Flora of South 
Australia was released in parts between 1882 and 1890. Some forty five native trees and shrubs were 
meticulously illustrated and described. It is one of the largest and most accurate botanical piece from 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ colonial era. Good quality copies and plates fetch high prices when sold though perhaps 
not to the same level as WƻƘƴ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ fauna publications. 
 
Rosa Fiveash ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ŘŜƭŜƛŘŜΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ botanical artists of her time and was invited by John 
Brown to illustrate The Forest Flora of South Australia. She drew 32 of the 45 published lithographs.  
 

 
Figure 1: John Ednie Brown. Source: State Records SA 
 

 
Figure 2: Rosa Fiveash in her Adelaide studio. We should all have ourselves painted or photographed 
in the midst of our passions. Source: Unknown 
 



 

 

      
 

      
Figures 3 ς 6: Title page and samples of layout and content of The Forest Flora of South Australia.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
A Practical Treatise on Tree Cultivation in South Australia 
JE Brown with illustrations by JW Love 
 
By the 1880s nurseries had been established across South Australia: Bundaleer, Wirrabara, Kapunda 
Reservoir, Leg of Mutton Lake at Mount Gambier, and Belair. This was to progress the prescribed 
functions for the Forest Board which included investigating the practicality of plantation forestry. The 
Board was committed to identifying suitable trees to provide free to farmers to enable mass plantings 
across the landscape. This supported the belief that such plantings could increase rainfall. The 
nurseries were also engaged in commercial activities including to support horticultural pursuits. 
 
Another John Ednie Brown treasure is this book which he arranged for publication in 1880. Here he 
applies his experience and knowledge from his training and experience in Scotland and the United 
States of America in a South Australian context. Simply illustrated, but profusely by JW Love 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƻǿ ǘƻΩ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ Řŀȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
propagation and tree management techniques. It was designed to be distributed widely to support 
landscape revegetation and design and 2000 copies of the first edition were given away and 1000 sold 
to cover production costs.  
 

      
Figures 7 and 8: Title pages of A Practical Treatise on Tree Cultivation in South Australia 2nd edition. 
Note the inscription by the five member Forest Board. Source: PIRSA Forestry. 
 

      
Figures 9 and 10: Examples of content and illustrations from A Practical Treatise on Tree Cultivation in 
South Australia. Source: PIRSA Forestry. 



 

The meticulous forest management plans by forestry folk past 
 
Those interested in forest history have access to many detailed forest plans produced by dedicated 
but largely uncredited Woods and Forest Department officers. A substantial number of these remain 
and many have been scanned with the aim of being available online. 
 

 
Figure 11: Belair Forest Reserve (c.1880). BŜƭŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ 
after Royal National Park in Sydney but most of the area was forest reserve before this. Note the 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ. Source: PIRSA Forestry. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 12: Portion of Belair Forest Reserve (1886). Note the detailed landscape design element 
including a hawthorn maze and pond. Source: PIRSA Forestry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Figure 13: Bundaleer Forest Reserve (c. 1880). AustraliaΩs first government forestry plantations were 
established here from 1876. Source: PIRSA Forestry. 
 
 



 

 
Figure 14: Bundaleer Forest Reserve (c. 1890). Note detail s including nursery, stone well and planting 
years. Small areas of the 1879 plantations (redgum and forest redgum) are extant. Source: PIRSA 
Forestry. 


