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Pictorial History of Forestry in South Australia

Rob Robinson

Introduction

Couth Australia has long been known as the "driest state in the driest continent” with limited natural
stimber resources.The small areahat was availablgo provide timberwasin high demand
immediately uponEuropean settlementThe development of an indtry now entirely based upon
plantations has not been by chance but rather as a result of a long series of planned and executed
interventions commencing in the 18708he South Australian governmetdok a leading role in
establishinghis sustainable foresindustry.

In 1870 the surveyor general, George Goyder, raised concerns in parliament aboexpiatation

of native forests and recommended the establishment of forest reserves. A Forestry Board, appointed
in 1875, was given responsibility for theanagement and protection 0f195,000 acresremaining
natural forest and cleared land, and began to develop plantations and encourage reafforestation of
farmlands.

This action, along with later initiatives from thecolonial and later state and Commonwethn
governments, charted a unigue path in an Australian forestry confElxé story contains many
notable names and this paper mentio@®yder JE Brown and W Gillbhn Dargavel menti@many
morein hisLJl LJS NJTHeAitet & RortSouMustralian Forestefs ®

Many documents, maps, illustrations and photographs have survived and are important primary
sources for research into this development. They are often fascinating and beautiful items in their own
right. As historians, we need to sumarise interpret and guide otherdy cherishing theseas maybe
no-one else willThose with the knowledge and the interest need to provide captions with context
then catalogue and shar&here is interest and pleasure to be gained in doing so.



The Forest Flora of South Australia
JE Brown, including Rosa Fiveash's detailed botanic illustrations

John Ednie Browwas recruited from Scotlanioly the Forest Boardrriving in South Australia in 1878

Fa GKS O2f2yeQa aSs 02 yrRhe sharyten@eNddMuirgdyNBrodviF appRoadidia G a |
his new role with energy and proficiency and in his iesten monthshe hadproduced 24 operational

reports includinghis detailed70 page reportVt N2 ANBaad wSLER2 NI 2F C2NBad / 2

Brown iscredited as author oThe Forest Flora of South Austraiad supportedhe project but this
ended when he acceptethe role of Conservatoin New South WalesThe Forest Flora of South
Australiawas eleased in parts between 1882 and 18®meforty five native trees and shrubsere
meticulouslyillustrated and describedt isone of thelargestandmost accurate botanical piedeom

I dza { Nebldnialler@@ood quality copies and plates fetch high prizesen sold thougtperhaps
not to the sane levelasw2 Ky DOaimzpuBlitesions

RosaFiveashg & 2y S 2 F | R ddtafisaRaBisaf héF gaméland vasivited by John
Brown to illustrateThe Forest Flora of South Australdne drew 32 of the 45 published lithographs.

Figure 1: John Ednie Brow®ourceState Records SA

Figure2: Rosa Fiveash in her Adelaide stullite should all have ourselves painted or photographed
in the midst of our passionSourcelUnknown
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Figures & 6: Title page and samples of layout and contenTbéForest Flora of South Australia



A Practical Treatise on Tree Cultivation in &ith Australia
JE Brownwith illustrations by JW Love

Bythe 1880snurserieshad been establishedcross South Australia: Bundaleer, Wirrabara, Kapunda
Reservoir, Leg of Mutton Lake at Mount Gambaerd Belar. This was to progress the prescribed
functions for the Forest Board which includegestigaingthe practicaity of plantation forestry The
Board was committed talentifying suitable trees to provide free to farmdmsenablemass plantings
across the landscapeThis supported the belief that such plantings could increase rainfall. The
nurseries were also engad in commercial activities including support horticultural pursuits

Another John Ednie Brown treasure is this bagich he arranged for publication in 1888ere he
applies his rperience and knowledge frommis training and experience facotland ad the United
States of Americain a South Australian contex@imply illustrated, but profuselyy JW Love
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propagation and tree management techniques. It was designed to be distributed viadslypport
landscape revegetatioanddesignand2000copies of the fist edition weregiven awayand 1000 sold

to coverproductioncosts

A PRACTICAL TREATISE Tt Gl ldeids, Seuth At

TREE CULTURE ) e Binsd has sk flanss i assihing ,f.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

seise
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Conservator of Forests for the Government of South Ausivalia
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Figures 7 and 8: Title pages/AfPractical Treatise on Tree Cultivation in South Aus@&iedition.
Notethe inscriptionby thefive member Forest Boar&ourcePIRSA Forestry.
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Figures 9 and 1Examples of content and illustrations frokPractical Treatise on Tree Cultivation in
South AustraliaSourcePIRSA Forestry.



The meticulousforest management plansdy forestry folk past

Those interested in forest histotyave access to margetailed forest plans produced by dedicated
but largely uncredited Wads andForestDepartment officersA substanial number of these remain
and many have been scanned with the afrbeingavailable online.
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after Royal NationaPark in Sydnebut most of the area was forest reserve before thitote the
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Figure 12: Portion of Belair Forest Reserve (18R6)e the detalled Iandscape deS|gn element
includinga hawthorn maze and pon&ourcePIRSA Forestry.
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Figure 13Bundaleer~orest Reserve (c. 188@ustralid? first government forestry plantations were

establishecherefrom 1876.SourcePIRSA Forestry.



Figue 14:Bundaleer FordReserve (c. 1890). Notketail s includinghursery, stone weknd planting
years Small areas of th&879 plantations (redgum and feest redgum)are extant.Source:PIRSA
Forestry.



